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| Who aſſemble together in the Feat 
of God for the Service of the Truth, 4 


7 W hereia they may ſee how the Ho 
ls | Men Encouraged the Holy Women 


both in the Time of the Law, and # 
in the Time of the Goſpel, ©: 
Though Selfiſh and Unholy Met 
may ſeck to Diſcourage them, * ©} 
But go on in the Name and Power of 
| Chriſt, and Proſper. 
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To all the Women that are gathered *® 
by and in the Power of God, and © 
thereby made willing to Anſwer ©: 
his Requirings in bis Leve that =? 
loved us firſt we love you, wiſh= © 
ing your Increaſe therem. . 


on — OS» ay Cu a4 


Ur dearSiſters in the Co- 

venant of Light & Life, 
\ wherewith God, our God, hath 

| . Vifitedus, and given us the- 
| Knowledge of himſelf in the 
| Face of Jeſus Chriſt, ,by the re= ; 
| velation of his Spirit, and are > 
| cometo a good Underſtanding, 
| of his Sufferings, Death and Re- 
| fſurrection, and this not by a 
hear-ſay,or reading only there« 
3 -- 
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| (4) 
of.as all theAntichriſtian Brood 
hath, but through the free and 


univerſal Grace are bronght not 


only into the Fellowfhip of his 
_ Sufferings, where we have ſeen 
him whom we have pierced , and 
mourned over him, but by faith- 
ful Obedience to the Spirit that 
raiſed Jeſus from the Dead, are 
come to be Witneſſes, that be 
which was dead, us alive, and lives 
for evermore . OP becauſe he lives, 


we li ve alſo, and are Partakers of 


the Love of the Father, wh:ch 


extends it felf ro and chrouph 


' the whole Creation, and in the 
Aboundings thereof we cannot 
. bat bring forth of. his Mercies, 
ind have the ſenſible feeling 


rHat it endures forever, and who 
FE * -miniſters 
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miniſters " will not be 
weary of Well-doing; and in 
thar which has ſtrengthned us 
thereto is ourSalutation of un- 
feigned Love to you, declaring, 
chat your Epiſtles from Roae- 
Iſlend, New-York,” and there- 
away, were very joyous unto 
us, that the Lord has called his 
Daughters from far to the Excr- 
ciles of Love and Mercics to 
all that ſtand in need, and be- 
ing ſate down with us, we ſhall 
fir at the ene Table, where 
che Bread is broken that comes 
down from- God, and whoever 
eats thereof ſhall never dye ; and 
to the Faith we are come, and 
the tulhlling of the Promiſes We 


_ witneſs,and are yet waiting for, 


A 3 as 


6) 
as being ET Ged will rive 
unto bim (1n whom we Wo 
believed) the Heathen for his In- 
beritance, and the utmoſt Parts of 
the Earth for his Þ:ſſeſſzon : and 
whartif the Lord wiil honour 
you,though weak,to bring forth 
of his Strength among the Ig- 
norant and Unbelieving, who 
have been hardned and ſhut u 
in Darkneſs by the Profeſſing 
Chriſtians, ! 4a talked of a God, 
of Goodneſs and Mercy, but 
brought forth bitrer Fruits of co- 
vetous praftices,ſelf-love & cruelty 
towards others, not bearing his I- 
mage that 1s foe of the Father, 
whom we know to be holy and 
barmles gathering out of the cru- 
elty and violence,that hath eatred 
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by ccankiliion up into his Life 
& Image, that was before tranſ- 
preſſion was, by the Reſtoxer of 
all things, Chriſt Feſus : And lo, 
dear Siſters, we are periwaded 
you know and feel your high & 
holy Call,chat by believing in the 
light come to receive of his life, 
and living Fruits all ſuch do and 
will briag forth unco God : ſo & 
your Bounty & Mercy will de- 
clare whoſe you are ; forthe life 


of. Jeſus is the Light of men,and 


in this Life ſtands our Fellow- 
{hip with you, and were glad 
the Servant of the Lord pur this 
little Book in:o our hands,a few 
Widows, that truſt in God, that 
we might with it ſend our Gree- - 
ting, and to re-mind you what 
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(8) 7 
we haye experienced innear 20 
years ſervice in our Womens Mee- 
tings,that though ſome ſtorms have 
beſet us, ſcorns and contemninos, 
ſhit tings & bluſterings winds from 

 Thehigh and ſelf-wiſe ones deviſing 

_ againſt us, yet the lowly && faithful 
have ftood,and grown over all,and 
8efexceof Abraham has been upon 

| * 15,and his reward has been and s 

with us, and it 1s exceeding great, \ 

crowning ourLahours of Love in his 
renewed Power and Preſ-nce,that is 

AlmiglVty and Everlaſting ; into 

who ſe Hand of Prelervartion we. 

commit you, wiſhing increaſe of 

Grace &r Glory to be pour'd forth 

and abideupon you, and remain 

your Friends and viſters in that 
xhick n{vyer changes nor WAXES 
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This is an 


ENCOURAGEMENT 


To All the 


Womens Meetings 
In the 


WORTLD> 


Who afſemble together in the Fear 
of God for the Scrvice of the Truth. 


Wherein they may ſee, how the 
Holy Men Encouraged the Holy 
Wemen, beth inthe time of the Law, and 
in the time ef the Geſpel, though Selfiſh 
and Unholy Men may ſeckto Diſcourage 


them. 


old World, how one Family 
_ after another, till Noah's time 


ſerved the Lord God, both Males 
and 


| Pe: you may read jn the 


(10) 


and Females. And then from Noah 


Abraham, Iſaac, and Faceb, and their 
Wives, and after Moſes and Aaron 
had brought the Children of 1ſrae/ 
out of Ezypr,and that they were come 


to be a great People. 
Aoſes (aid 1 would af the Lord's Peo- 


ple were Prophets, Numb. 11.29. And 


when a Young man ſaid unto Aoſes, 
Elaad and Medad as Propheſie in the 
Camp, and he would have had Moſes 
to forbid them ; But Aoſes anſwered 
and ſaid unto him again, Yoeuld 7s 


. ©, Godallthe Lord's People were Prophets, 
- and that the Lord would put bis Spirit 


upon them. 

- So Moſes here(who was Captain, 
,Governour, and Judge over 1ſre!) 
was far from reſtraining any from 
Pprepheſyins in the Camp, bur re- 
proved his Envy that would have 
had bim forbid them, and did more- 
over, Incourage them, by ſaying, 7 


would te God all the Lord's People were 


Prophets, and ſurely all the Lord's 
7 | Peoplc 


q 
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People are made up of Men and Wo: 
men, 

And the Lord having given his 
Law to the Childrenof 7ſrae/, which 
was Holy, Juſt,and Good, the Lord 
ſaid, 1have poured out my Spirit ”_ 
the Houſe « Iſrael: So that by this 
Spirit they might underſtand his 


Law, which was Spiritual, EZzek. 


9. 29. 
Now 1n the time of the Law, there 
were the Afſemblies of the Wowen ; : 
for all the Women that were wiſe of 
Heart, did work with their Hands a- 
bout thoſe holy things which God 
had commanded. 

And all the Women whoſe Hearts 
ſtirred them up ia Wiſdom, thele 
Women wrought about thoſe holy 
things that belonged to the Taberna- 
cle and SantQtuary, as you may ſee 1 in 
Exed, 35, and 36. chap. 

_ Andlikew if the Aſſembhes ofthe 
Women, in the 38. Chap. and ofthe 
Women's Afembling at the ou of: 

the « 


(1e) 


the Tabernacle of the Congre ation, 


and in the Margent it's ſaid, they aſ- 
ſcmbled by Troops. 

Now, here you may ſee, that the 
Women were in the Work and Ser- 
vice of God, as well as the Men; and 
they had their Aſſemblies. For 'God 
had poured out of his Spirit upon 


the Houſe of 1ſ-ae/ to give them an 


_ underſtanding, both Men and Wo- 
men, to do that, and make thoſe 
things which God had commanded, 
which were called holy things, 
which were but Figures & Shado ws 
of the Subftance , Chriſt TJeſus-the 
holy. One. 

Now Moſes and Aaron, and the 
ſeventy Elders, did not ſay to thoſe 
Aſſemblies of the Women, we can 
do our Work our ſelves, and you are 
more fitter to be at home to waſh the 


Diſhes, or ſuch like Expreſſions;but 


they did encourage them in the work 
andServ ice of God, in thoſe things 
which God had commanded them in 
_ the timeof the Law. _ For 
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| For God having poured his Spirit 
upon .the Houſe of 1ſrae/, to give 
them an Underſtanding, to do thoſe 
things which God had commanded 
them, by which 'Spirit their Hearts 
were ſtirred up to do God's Work, 


both Males and Females. 


And in rhe time of the Law. the 
Women were to offer up Sacrifices 
and Offerings, as well as the Men,up- 
on God's Altar, as you may lee, Harn- 
ah when ſhe brought Samuel, & offe- 
red him up tothe Lord, ſhe brought 
him to the Houle of the Lord in Shie 
oh, and when ſhe brought him,” ſhe 
took up with her three Bullocks, be- 
ſides Flower and Wine ; - ſo ſee how 
ſhe paid her Vows ro. the Lord, and 
offered up her Sacrifices upen God's 
Altar. And other places might be 
ſhewed of the Womens Offerings and 
Sacrifices. "© | 

And you may ſee Hennahb's fervent _.. 
Zeal to God,and what a large Specch* *# 
ſhe made in magnifying and a1 > A 

ft te | 


* TIS 
the Lord, in the 1ſt of Sam, 1,and 2, 
chap. | | 

And ſo you may ſee the Offerings 
and Sacrifices of the Women, were 
accepted upon God's Altar, as well 
a3:the Mens, 

But the hire of a Whore was not 
to be broughr into the Houle of God 
for any Vow, for it was an Abomi- 
nation to the Lord, Dewt. the 23. & 
the 19. | 

Now Haxznah's Husband, and the 
oatherWomensHusbands that offered 
uptheir Offerings upon God's Altar, 
were not offended at them, nor did 
they ſay, their Offerings were e- 
nough for them both ; but every one 
was to offer up their Peace-Offer- 
ings - and Thankſgiving - Offerings 
themlelves, and other Offerings. 

| So here you may ſee the Service 
and Work of the Women, and how. 
ſerviceable the women were in their 
Afcmblies in the time of the Law, 


- about the Tabernacle & holy things, 


) 


(15) ws 
and how the Women offered upon 
God's Altar, as well as the men.they 


| had their Liberty. But the hire of. 


che Whore was to be kept out of 
God's Houle, and not to be offered 
up upon God's Altar. 

So ye may ſee Man and Woman 


were meet Helpers in Paradiſe, be- 


fore the Fall ; and Death reigned 
from Adam till Moſes, and after 210- 
ſes received the Law from God, 
which went over Death (and Sin that 
brought it) who ſaw the State of Man 
and Woman in Paradiſe ; Men and 
Women 1n the time of the Law were 
mect helps again to one another, in 
inthe Work and Service of the hol 
things about the . Tabernacle and 
Sanctuary,and the Women had their 
Aſſemblies. 

And it's ſaid in Foe/2, and in As 
2.. Thet the Lord would pour out of bi 
Spirit upon all Fleſh inthe laft Dayes or 


Times. | 


_:>'Sothis Spirit being poured up- 
"IT ; on 


X36) 
on all Fleſh 1n the Chriſtian times, 
Sons, and Daughters, Hand-maids 
and Servants, old Men, and young 
Men, that by the Spirit of God, all 
theſe might have his Viſions, Pro- 
pheſies and Dreams; and this is his 
Spirit, by which all ſhould profit 
withal in the things that be eternal, 
and to ſerve God in the Spirit, both 
Men and Women, Sons and Daugh-_ 
ters, old Men and: young Men, Hand- 
maids and Servants; and all otter 
up to God his Spiritual Sacritices. 

For all being dead 1n old earthly 
Adam, Chriſt, the heavenly Adam 
has taſted Death for them all, and 
15 4 Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World, and he enlightens all, 
_ and his Grace hath appeared unto all 
and his Spirit 1s poured - upon all, 
Fleſh, and his Goſpel, which 1s the 
Power of God, 1s preached to every 
Creature under Heayen. 

And now muſt not all receive the 
Gr: —_ and believe in the Light, and 

* receive 


| (17) 
receive this Goſpel and walk and Ia- 


 bour init, both Men and Women, 


Sons and Daughters, old Men and 
young, Servants and Hand-maids. ' 
Yea, [ ſay, the Goſpel being 


_ preached to all Nations, and to eve- 


ry Creature under Heaven, old Men 
and young, Servants & Hand-maids, 
Sons and Daughters, I ſay, ' then 
muſt not all thele receive this Goſpel 
and the Light and Grace? and 
are they not zll to walk 1n it? 
and to offer up their Spiritual Sacrt- 
fices upon the heavenly Altar,” in the 
new Covenant, and to walk in the 
new and living Way ; and all to re- 
ceive the Light of Chrift, which en< 
lightens all, and to become Chil- 
dren of Light, and to feel the Blood 
of Chriſt to cleanſe them from all 
Sin, which they have in'old Adam. - 
So as the Women were to offer 1a 
theold Covenant, andiin the time of: 
the Law, upon the outward: Altar: 
their Offerings, 'and G\,d:poured _ 
B TO 


| (1$) 
his Spirit upon the Houſe of 1ſrael, 


thatthey might underſtand, and do 


what he commanded them.,at which 
time they had the Aflemblies of the 
Women, which were not forbidden. 

So now 1n the time of the Goſpel], 
and the day of Chriſt which enligh- 
tens all, and in the time of his Grace, 
which hath appeared unto all men,to 
teach and bring their Salvation, and 
:n the time of his Goſpel preached 
to every. Creature, and 1n the time 
of his pouring out of his Spirit up- 
on all Fleſh, that they might under- 
ftand, and walk, and live in his 
Goſpel, and by his Spirit offer up 
their Spiricual Sa crifices. 

So 1n this the time and day of 
Chriſt, the Captain of our Sa!vation, 
muft not all theſe Labour in che Go- 
ſpel, and in the Word, and in the 
Grace, andinthe Light, and know 
and do God and- Chriſt's Work and. 
Servige. about: his heavenly Taber- 
nacle and Sancwary ? hath nor eve- 

Io | | Ty 


' praiſe, and honour, for which 


1s, thatthey might all-labour in his 
Power, wn 6s, (Grace, andin his 


(19) 
ry one their Service that are enligh- 
tened? and bis Grace that hath ap» 
peared unto them, are they not 
Stewards ofit? and muſt not they 
have their Aflemblies of the Women 
in the time of the Goſpel, and of the 
new Covenant, and jn the time of 
Grace, and Light and Life, as well 
as in the time of the Law, = t che 
old Covenant ? I 

And are not all to labour um that 
which tends to God's Glory,, and 


End he hath made them all, and for 
which End he hath redeemed them, 
and converted them, and Tranſlated _ 
and Sanctified' them, to make them 
Veſſels of his Honour, and of his 
grace 8nd Mercies. 

And ſo now the End of all our 
Men and Womens Meetings in the 
time of the. Goſpel, (the Power of 
Chrift beingthe Authozity of them) 


Spirit, 


2 S 


wn, (20) 
Spirit, and in his Light, and to do 
his Service and his Buſineſs in Truth 
and Rightco5ineſs. 
*-Sothe W:'men in the time of the 
Light, Grace and Goſpel, are to louk 
into their own ſelves and Families, 
= to lock tothe training up of their 

>hildren , for they are oft-times 
more amongſt them then the Men, 
and may prevent many things that 
-may fall out, and many times they 
Try make or marr their Children 
intheir Education. 
- *: So now they come to be exerciſed 
if the Grace of God, and to admo- 
-mth and cxhort,- reprove and rebuke, 
*andto keep all their Families modeft, 
"honeſt, vertuous, ſober and civil, 


_ and,not to give Literty. nar indulge 


thart'which tends to Vice, or Laſci- 


-*vicuſneſs, or any Evil, or Idleneſs, 


* or Sloathfulneſs, -or the Faſhions of 
the World which paſs away, and to 


 Ropall vain Words, and idletalking, 
' and Stories and Tales, which are un- 
WISE v2 - + profitable, 
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profitable, but rather to turn their 
Ears to Godlinets, which they thould 
be - trained up and exerciſed un, .and. | 
not to fulfill che Luſt of che Eye ; for * 
that being ſatisfied, brings the Pride, | 
of Life, and chen comes the Luſt of _ 
the Fleſh; and this 1s aot of the Fa- 
ther, but of the World. 

And ifeith:r Men or Women ſuffer. 
ſuch things, rhey ſuffer that which 
defiles their Children and Families ; 
and therefore ſuch things are to be. 
reproved in Families, and their Chil- 
dren to be t5pt from going :nto. luch 
things. ve 

And therefore-they are to have an 
Eſteem of Truth and. Vertue above 
all ſuch things, and not to indulge 
any ſuch things as will draw qut their 
Minds from Vertue to Vice, 

Now when the Women are met 
tozether in the Light, and in the 
Goſpel, the Power of God ; ſome 
are of a more large.Capacity & Un- 


der{tanding then other Wamen, and 


B. 3 are. 


22) | 
| - areable to SO and inftruct, and * 
| ftirup others into Diligence, Ver- 
{ tuc and Righteouſheſs, and Godli- 
 neſs;and 1n the Love and Wiſdom of 
God, to inform and reform their F:- 
miltes, and to helpthem that be of 
© weaker Capacities and underftand- 
ings in the Wildom of God, that 
they may be frunftll in every good 
work and word. 

* So that they may ſee that all their 
Families are ordered to God's Glo- 
Ty,_ and thar which tends to looſe- 
neſs or Ev1l, cither in words, wayes 
or actions that would corrupt them 
either 1n their Lives or Manners, 
may be kept downand reproved. 

So that all their Children and Ser- 
vants may be trained up in the fear 
of God, in the new Covenant; for 
among the Fews in the old Covenant 
them that ſojourned amongſt them 
were to keep the Sabbath, and it they 
did cat of their Sacrifice they were to 
be eircumcited, en. 

Sl And 
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Andithe ma had their Aſem- - 
blies in the dayes of rhe Judges and | 
the Kings, and old Ely's Sor's abuſcd 
them, and old Ely did adimoniſh hs 
Sons, bur he did nor reſtrain them } 
from their Wickedneſs , ;and there= - 
fore God cut off his Sons, and he loſt : 
the Ark of God, and the Priefthood i! 
and his own Life alſo. 

So many of you may admoniſh 
your Children, butif ye do not re- 
ſtrain them with the Spirit of God 
which God hath given to you, . you 
will queach the Spirit of+ God 1n 
you, by indulging them , ſo by that 
you will looſe your ſpiritualOffering, 
& your Priefthood therein ; and take 


heed if you do not looſe your own - \ 


Lives, and your Childrens ,alſo, , 
therefore mind old Ely for your Ex- 
ample. 7 | 
Now old Ely was not againſt the | 
Aſſemblics of the Women, who aſ- *' 
fembled by Troops, as you may ſee 
in 1 $472-2.21,22. though ſome men }; 
B 43 LON 3} 


(24) 
now adayes may be againſt Womens + 
Meerings or Aſſemblies in the Goſ- 
pel-times, and againit womens ſpea- 
king or propheſying,bur they are ig- 
nuraut of the univerſal Spirit, and of 
their Serviceand Labour to God, in 
his Grace and Goſpel, and: are ofa 
nigoardly narrow Spirit, and are not 
the true-Servers of God themſelves ; 
for it they were, they would have all 
People to ſerve God 1n his Power, 
and to keep the true Religion,which 
Is to viſit the Fatherleſs and the W1- 
dows, and to keep themſelves from 
the Spots of the World. 

And ſome there have been, that 
would have the Women to meet 
with theMen only;and ſome of them 
ſay.the women muſt not ſpeak 1n the 
Church, andif they muſt not ſpeak, 
what ſhouJd they meet with them 
for ? | | 
But what Spirit 1s this, that would 
exerciſe Lordſhip over the Paith of 
any? and what a opint 15 thus, me 

W1 


(25) 
wall neichas ſuffer them tq ferk a- 
mongſt them, nor to meet amongft | 
themſelves to ſi peak # 

But all this 1s for Judgment, with | 
that Spirit that gives Liberty unto al] 
to labour in the Goſpel, in the Light 
and in the Grace. 

And ſome men and women there 
are that fear, if women ſhould meet 
ia the Order of the Goſpel, the Pow- 
er of God, they would be too high, 
- but ſuch men and women ore too 
high already, and would be a ruling 
Spirit over men and womens Poſſet- 
ſions, and waſte their own; for 
if they were in the Power and 
Spirit of God, they need not tear a- 
ny ones getting over them; for the 
Power and Spirit of God gives Li- 
berty toall; for Women are Heirs 
of Life as well as the Men, and Heirs 
of Grace, and of the Light of Chriſt 

Jeſus, as well as the Men, and ſo 
Stewards of the manifold Grace of 


God. 
And 
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| as they werein the time of the Law, 


(25). 


_ And they mutt all give an account 


of their Stewardſhip, and are to be 
Poſlcilors of Lite, and Light. and 
Grace, and the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
2:id to.labour 11 it; and to keep their 
Liberty and Preedom 1n it, as well 
asthe Men, 


Ard they are Believers in the Light 
as well as the men, and ſo Children 


of the Light and of the Day, as well 


as the Men. | 


And fothe Aſſemblies of the Wo- 


men, whom God hath poured out 


:his Spirit upon, are to be in the 
time of the Goſpel, as well as in 
the time of the Law, that they may 


be Helps meet to the men in the 
time of the Goſpel, inthe Reſtorati- | 


'0n, as they were in the Biginning, 
3nd time of the Law. ; 
_ Spallthe women in all their A 
femblies in the time of the _ 
t 


-and of the New Covenant of Lig 


Life and Grace, are to be incouraged 


and 


| 4 —_—_ .. 
and to be ſtirred IE the Wiſdom of 
God to their Diligence and Service 
of God and Chrift, in his New Co- 
venant in his Goſpel-time, to do the 
Lord's Buſineſs about the Heavenly 
Tabernacle,and Heavenly Garments, 
concerning the Subſtance, as the 
Women were about the Figure in the 
time of the Law, 

And now you that ſtumble at wo- 
mens mectings.had not your women 
many vain meetings before they 
wereconvinced, and you were not 
then offended at them, when they 
- met toſarisfie the Fleſh, and had jun- 
keting meetings to themſelves? and 
did you reprove them for ſuch mee- 
tings ? = . Fx 

\nd why ſhould they not now 
meet.in their Converſion, in his Po- 
wer and Spirit, todo the Lord's Bu- 
ſineſs, and to viſit the Fartheleſs 
and Widows, and to keep them- 
ſelves from the ſpots of the World, 
which is the PxaCtice of the PureRe- 

Fr | *” * 


, (28) 
ligion, wherein the men and women 
may be Helps mzei ut the Religion 
that is-not of the World, that keeps 
from the. Spors of the V/orld. 

But ſome have ſaid,that ſuch meet- 
ings muft not be, bur as Baſtneſs re- 
quires or occaſions chem: as much as 
to ſay, you muſt not make up the 
Hedges till the Bzaſts-have devoured 
your Corn,and then the Parith hedg- 
lookers muſt meet together to com- 
pute the Damage; and here their 
VViſdom 1s ſeen; as if it were not 
their Duty to meet to preyent bad 
AdQions that may fall out, and with 
the Power of God to ſt»pup Gaps to 
prevent Evil, or weik Places; for 

when the Evil is entrred into, it 1s 

. of the lateſt to meet then, which ra- 
ther brings Scandal then Remedy, 
and therefore the Labourers in the 
Goſp:l men and wom-n being Helps 
meet, are to ſee that all walk and 
livein the Order ofthe Goſpel, and 
to ſec that nothing be lacking, __ 
a) 


| (29) 
all iswell\, for the Women in their 
Aſſemblies n-2y inform: one another 
of the poor Widows and Fatherleſs 
and in the wiſdom of God may find 
the beft way for the ſetting forth of 
their Children, and to ſee that their 
Children are preſerved in Truth, 
and to inſtruct them 1n the Fear of 
the Lord, =: 

And you may ſee the Care of A- 
br:ham,about 1ſaac taking of his wife, 
and the Care of Sarah. that: the Son 
of the Bond-woman ſhould not be 
Heir with her Son, and how that he 
ſent his Servant that ſpoke to the Pa- 
rents. before he ſpoke to Ze 'ekah the 

 Daughter,concerning the Meſlage of 
his Maſter Abraham, and they con- 
ſed it did proceed from the Lord, 
as 1N Gen, 2.4. 

Andalfſo you may ſee the Care of 
Rebekih concerning Facob, who ſaid, 
If Facob take a wife of the Dawghters of 
. Heth, what good will my Life do me ? 

And here you may ſce 1ſaac and Re- 
| bekah 


ee, (30) 
bekah were Helps meet, and Z/aac 
did not ſay, hold thy Tongue thou 
Fooliſh Woman , for 1/««c exhorted 
Faceb, and charged him not to take a 
VVite of the Daughters of Canaan, 
is you may lee 1n Gez. 27, &28. 

And when Rezetah was with - 
-Child, the Children ſtruggled in 
her Womb, and ſhe ſaid, 1/ ir be |, 
 whyam 1th? And ſhe went to the 
Lord to enquire, and the Lord ſaid 
unto her, #wo Nations are in thy womb, 
and two manner of People, and the El- 
der ſhall ſerve the Younger, Fc. asin 
Gen. 25. 

So you may. ſce that ſhe had Re- 
courſe to the Lord, and enquired of 
the Lord, and he heard her, and 
ſpoke to her,and ſhe heaxd the Lords | 
voice; ſhe is an Example to all wo- 
men 1n that Condition, to ask Coun- 
{cl of the Lord as ſhe did. 

And when Sarah ſaid to Abraham, 
Caſt forth the Bond woman and her Son; 
for the Son of the Bond-woman ſhall yy 
| ; | | -- Be 
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be Heir mith my Son Iſaacs but th 
thing W.7 grievors in Abraham's pal , 
becauſe of his Son Iſhmael : but God ſaid. 
«nts Abraham, let it net be grievous in 
thy ſi:ht, becauſe of the Lad, and becaufe 
of the Bond-moman ; for in allthat Sa- 
rah hath ſaid wats thee. hearken unto 
her voice ; for in Tiaac ſhall thy Seed le 
called, | 
Here you may ſee God juſtified 
this honourable woman's ſpeaking, 
and her Husband Abraham did accor- 
ding to her words, aSin Gez. 21. for 
the Church was in 452ahaw's houſe 
that time; and ſo S4r4þ (poke in the . 
Church. 
And you may ſee the Counſel of 
Rebekah to Facob, and how ſhe inftru- 
ted her Son 1n chap.27. &Cc. 
 Andlikewiſ: you may. ſee Rachel 
and Leah their Counſel to Facob,who 
anſwered F4cob and ſaid unto him, Is 
there yet any Portion or Inheritance for 
us in our Father's Houſe? are we not 
comnted of him as Strangers? for he 457 


a _ 
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JF #5, and hath quite devoured alſo our 
Money, for all the Riches which God 


bath taken from our Father, that is ours 


and (#r Childrens ; and now therefore, 
nhatioever God hath ſaid wats thee do. 
This was Rachel's and Leah's Countel 
Unto Faceb; and were not theſe three 
a Church then: and did he forbid 
them from {peaking in the Church? 
ſee Ger, 31. 14, 15,16. 

Andin Exod, 1. there you may ſee 
the Midwives which feared God did 
Rot obey Kiag Pharaoh's Command, 
in deſtroying the Male-Childrzn,but 
ſaved them alive. 

And after that the King of Ezypt 
ſeat for the Midwives, and asked 
them, why they had done fo, in ſaving 
the Male-Chilaren ? yet theſe Mid- 
wives after hehad rhus examined 
them. & re-inforced his Command, 
yet they ſtill diſobeyed his Com- 
mand, and would not yield to his 

zerſecuting, murdering Decrees, & 


therefore it is ſaid, God dealt well with 


the Midmwjues, © And 


a” 
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And it\came to FA becauſe the Mid- 
wives feared God, that he made them 
Houſes. 

And here you may ſee the Lord 
took Care for theſe honourable we- . 
men that feared him. ' 

And do ye think that theſe honou- 
rable women did not meet often to- 
gether, and took Counſel together, 
to ſtand together and adventure their 
own Lives and Eftates to preſerve 
the Lives of thoſe Male-Children ? 
would you not ſay, if this were 1n 
your Dayes, that theſe were »bold 
women to anſwer the King after ſuch 
a manner, and to diſobey the King's 
Commands thus, as 1n Exed, I. 

And after the Children of 1ſrae! 
came out of E2ypt, and ſaw the Dea 
ſtruQion of Pharach and his Hoſt, af- 
ter 1/oſes made an End of his Song, 
and praiſing of the Lord, then Adr- 
riam the Prophetefi,, the Siſter of Aaron 
took a Timbrelin her Hand, and all the 
women went out after her withTimbrels 

C and 


and with Dances ( al the women) 
«ud Miriam anſwered them, and ſaid, 
Sing ye unto the Lord ; for he hath tri- 
. umphed gloviouſly, the Hor ſe and by Ri. 
der hath he overthrown in the Sea, &c. 
Now here you may ſee what an 
Afembly here was of the women, 
that praiſed the Lord, which were 
inſtructed by 447522 the Propheteſs, 
and Moſes and Aron were not offen- 
dedat them ; for they were{ſenſible 
of their Joy, and were partakers of 
the Deliverance and Salvation, the 
women as well is the men, as you 
may ſee in Pxod, 15. 

2 And Debora a Propheteſs ſhe judg- 
ed 7jracl, and ſent to Barzk and cx- 
horted and encouraged him, and ſhe 
prophefied ro him, that he ſhould 
not. have the Glory of the Battcl , 

-.. _ hurt that the Lord thould ſel] S:ſers 
”  itttothe Hands of a woman, as you 
may ſee in Fedges 4, g. chap. 
' Then ſungDeborah and praiſed the 
Lord,and there you may ſee her large © 
. =" Roſs 
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Declaration, in prailing and magnt- 
tying the Name of the Lord, the 
whole Chapter throughour; .and how _ 
ſhe ſaid, Bleſſed be Jacl, above women, 
the wife of Heber, bleſſed ſhall ſhe be | 
inthe Tent,chc. and 'we donor read 
that the Elders did reprove_ her, qr - 
bid her hold her Prating ; for ſhe was * 
filled with the Power "of the. ord to 
praiſe his Name, F«dg.5, - 

And you may ſee how the Apo file 
ſet arch the honourable women, —_ 
their Faithfulneſs 8& Conſtancy, who 
by Faith received the Dead, raiſed to 
Life again; Hebr. 11. 35- E 

And Hennah, which prayed in the 
Temple before Elias afore{aid, who 
was ignorant of her Condition, here- 
proved her, & thought ſhe had been 
Druak ;- bit the, convinced him; ſo 
as at laſt he encouraged her,.and de- 
fired the Lord: #9: grant:her | Petition; © 
and when the Lord had granted. ar.to 


_ Fe may ice how-thus hongure” 
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ble Woman ak the Lord, 1 Sam. 


x. torhe roth, 

And Ruth and Naomi, you may fee 
what vertuous women they were, 
and how the women bleſled the Lord 
on their behalf, and how they de- 
clared of the Goodneſs of the Lord 
"to them. 

"And Huldeh the Prophete (s, which 
dyeki in Feruſalem, in the Colledge, 
wher2the King ſent out the Prieft 
 Herah, and his Chancellor, and o- 
thers; to enquireof her. | Now the 
Fews here did not deſpiſe Communi- 
carion with a woman, And ſhe 1n- 
ſriQed the Prieft and the King's 
Chancellor,which came tb her. 

- :S-neithef King nor Prieſt did de- 
TpMe this Prophetels's Teaching and 
hg dmg but obeyed it, as you 

may''Re. what alarge Sermoa ſhe 
preached to them.in 2 K/2g.22. from 

14: t&'the end; : | 

. And you may ſee Abigail, thar ho- 
nourable 
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nourable woman's Wide, how the 
{ſaved her Family & her Houle from 
Deſtruction, | | 

Yet ſhe did not go to ask her Hus-. 
band (old churlith Nabal) at home, 
but ſhe, who was ianocent and wile, 
took it upon her ſelf ; and your may. 
ſee what a brave Sermon ſhe preach- 


| ed to David, who heard her patient- 


ly; and ſhe told David, how that he 
was bound up in the bundle of Life with 
the Loyd God, And Dividbleſſed the 
Lord God that the c1me to him, and 
ſaid, The Lord God of Iſrael had ſent 
her that day to meet him ; and aid, 
Bleſſed be thy Advice.and bleſſed be thou 
which haſt kept me this day from ſhea 
ding Blood, as you may read i1n.1'S$e7M- 


15. And wasnot this a Noble and;;.* 


Honourable Aft of this Woman, 
which prevented ſo much Evil and ©73 
Blood-ſhed, which her Husband had 
like to have brought .upon them, So 
Davida did not deſpiſe the Counſel of 

t C.3 . _— 
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(35) 
this honourable Taman who was . 
wiſer then her Husband NVaba!l. 
_ And now, muſt not the Virgins, 
1n the time of the Goſpel, trim their 
Lamps, and get Oyl into their own 
Lamps, by labouring 1n the Grace, 
Light and Power of Chrift.and keep 
their Lamps trimmed and alwaycs 
bur ning, | 
Jn the time of the Law it was Aa- 
ro the Prieſt's Office, but in the time 
of .the Goſpel all the Virgin-Minds 
muſt. trim their Lamps, that their 
Lamps may burn the clearer, and to 
ſce that they haveOyl in their Lamps 
Ton the heavenly Olive-tree, Chrift 
Teſas. 
: And therefore, they that would 
rot have the Virgins and Women to 
be diligent, ſerving the Lord in bis 
heavenly Bufineſs and Service, their 
Lamps are gone out, and they are be- 
come Fools, and would have other 
ke themſelves. 
And the Lord ſent E/jja5 1n the 
| time 


39 | 
time of the Famine, and ſaid unto 
him, Behold, 1Ihave commanded 4 Wi- 


dow Woman t0 ſuſtain th:e, and he a- 


roſe,and went toZerephath,and when 
he came to the Gate of the City, the 
widow woman was gathering Sticks 
to make a Fire, to bake her a Cake, 
who had but one Handful of Meal 
and 2 little Oyl in a Cruce, and yet 
12 Faith ſhe made the Man of God a 
Cake, though ſhe had no more then 
this, that ſhe and her Son might eat 
and then dye; but ker Meal waſted 
not, nor her Cruce of Oyl, accor- 
ding to the Word of the Lord, and 
ſo the Lord blefled this woman, as 
you may ſee 11 1 Kings the r7th chap. 


And 1n the 2d of Kings and the ath, 3 
there you may ſce the Faith of the- | 


widow woman, and how largely 
ſhe ſpoke unto the Prophet#/iſha.and 
how the Lord encreaſed her ftock of 
Oyl through her Belief and Faithful- 
neſs. - 
And Eliſha paſſed unto Shunnim, 

C 4 where 
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where there was agreat woman.,and 


ſhe conſtrained him to cat Bread; and 
ſoit was,as oft as he paſſed by that he 
turned 1n thither to eat Bread; and 
ſhe ſaid unto her Husband, Behold, 
now I perceive, that thu is a Holy dan 
of God, which paſſes by 15 continually, 
tet 14s make him a little Chamber, Ipray 
thee, on the Wall, and let ws ſet for him 
there a Red.and a Table,era Steol.and 4 
C andleſtick, and it ſhall be that when he 
comes to us, that he ſhall turn in thither, 
Now to this good Action of this ho- 
ly woman was her Husband f{ubjeCt , 
and how ſhe was bleft afterwards for 
her Faithfulneſs, and receiving of 
the Man of God. 

Now the Prophet of the Lord did 
not deipiſe this woman's ſpeaking in 
the time of the Law. | 

Neither did Selo20» deſpiſe the 
Propheſie his Mother taught him, 
Prov. 31. 

And David (aid, The Lord 2ave the 
 Word,ana great was the Company of thoſe 
that publiſhed it, Pal. 68. And 


__ 
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And the King's Daughter was a- 
mong the Honourable Women : $0 
there were the honourable women, 
that feared and ſerved the Lord God, 
1n the time of theLaw,and before the 
Law. : 

But now there ſhould be much 
more 1n the time ofthe Golpel,which 
is preached to every Creature, and 
in the time of the Light, which has 
enlightned every man that cometh 
into the World; and in the time of 
the Covenant of Grace, which hath 
appeared unto all men.to teach them 
and bring their Salvation ; and ſo in 
the time of the Goſpel, Light and 
Grace, the honourable women ſhould 
be meet Helps,and Fellow-labourers 
together in the Work and Service of 
the Lord, as man and woman was 
before they fell,and as they were in 
the time of the Law. 

For that honourable De&ora, which 
was a Valiant Mother in 1/rael, was 

A 


(42) 
a Judge and a Propheteſs, Fudges 
Fe To | 
| And Fepths's Daughter, was not 
ſhe a vertuous young woman? and 
ſee what a Sermon ſhe preach'd to her 
| Father, and ſaid to him, Lef »ze go up 
to the Mountains to bewail my Virginity: 
and he ſaid unto her,Go: and ſhe went 
& her Companions, Fellow-Virgins, 
and ſhe ſaid unto her Father, As thou 
haft opened thy Mouth urt) the Lord, (0 
Ko unto me accordingly to what hath preo- 
ceededvunt of thy Mouth, foraſmmch «s 
the Lord hath taken Vengeance for thee 
of thy Enemies, | 
And the Daughters of 1ſrae/ went 


yearly to lament the Daughter of 


Feptha, Fudr. 11. 

_ $2 here they had a yearly Meeting 
upon this Occaſion : but the Aſſem- 
Slies of the women about the Works 
and Services the Lord commanded, 
was beyond this. 


And AManmoah, Sampſon's Mother, 


_ Unto 


— (44) 
unto whom the Angel of the Lord - 


_ appeared , and declared unto her 


great things, which ſhe declared un- 
ro her Husband, but her Hausband did 
not reprove her ; and when her Hus- 
band was in fear that he ſhould dye, 
then his Wife encouraged him, ſay- 
ing, If the Lord were pleaſed to kill us, 
he would not have recetued 4 Burnt-. 
Offering, and have ſhewed all theſe 
things. 

And here you may fee the ſtead- 
fatneſs of this woman's Faith, be- 
yond her Husband's, as in Fudzes 
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And was not Micah's Mother a vir, 
tuous Woman? read Fuaz, 17, and 
ſee what ſhe ſaid to her Sogn. 

And the Woman of Tehtoz., {ce 
what a Sermon ſhe preached to King 
Dzvid,which convinced him, 2 Sam. 
I 2. I4. 

And you may ſec what a lar7e Ser- 
mon the Woman of the City of A4- 
bel preached unto Foat the General g 

| ſhe 


T4000 
ſhetold him, ſhe was one of them that 


were peaceable 414 faithful in liracl; F 
thou ſeekefff to deſtroy a City & 4Mother 
7 [(rael : why wilt tho ſwallow up the 
Inheritance of the Lord? So ſhe convin- 
ced him and preſerved the City. 

And ſotheſe and ſuch women are 
recorded to Poſterity for their VViſ- 
dom, and their Virtue, and their 
Faith as you may ſee in the 2d of $4- 
»wuel and the 20th. 

And what think you of Eſther ? 
read her Book, and (ſee the Behaviour 
of this virtuous honourable woman, 
who by her V Viſdom, Faith and Vir- 
rue preſerved hcr People 1/rae/, who 
was a Nurſing M-ther to them, as 
you may read in the Book of Ether, 
who kept a Fait with her Maidens to 
the Lord, and alſo deſired 1ordecat 
to keep a Faſt in Shuyſhar, Effher 4. 
I6. | 


Now, all you Careleſs women, 


that are our of God's Service, and 
| think 
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think\ye have no need 


to be in the Service and 


- Note this, 
Work of theLord,hear all ye Care- 


leſs Women. 


theVVord of the Lord, 
what 1h ſayes to ſuch. 
Ariſe up, ye women, that are at eaſe ; 
hear my Voice, ye Careleſs Daugh- 
ters,oive ear to my Speech; Many days 
and years ſhall ye be troubled, ye Care- 
leſs women , for the Vintaze (hall fall, 
the Gathering fhall net come. Nay, 
you cannot expe@ it in your Eaſe and 
Careleſneſs,that negle& God's Voice 
and Speech, and are not diligent ; 
your heavenly Vintage will fall, and 

of 1t ye will have little Gathering. 
Therefore Tremble ye Women, 
that are 'at Eaſe ; be troubled, ye 


, 


Careleſ\ 5 Ones; ferip ye, make ye bare, 


gird Sack-cloth upon your Loyns, &c. 


And therefore put off that Careleſs 
Garment, and ſhake off $leatb, and 
put on Diligence in: the Service of 
God, 11a. 32» 

Now, the Jews had their Afiem- 
blies 


(:46 ) 
blies of Mourning-women, & there- 
_ fore theProphet calls for the Mourn - 
ing-women, ard let them benail, ſays 
he, when the Fews went into Tran: 
grefſion. 

And this was becauſe the x men and 
women were not diligent 1n his 
Service, in the Power and. Spirit of 

God, which he had poured upon 
them. 

And 1ſaiah further ayes, Hear the 
word of the Lord, O ye women ! Q& let 
your ears receive thervord of his Mouth, 
and teach your Danzhters wailing . and 
every one treir Neighbour Lamenta- 
7108. 

So here: the Prophet exhorts the 
Women, to: hear the Word of God 
Art, and then to teach and exhort 
their Daughters and Neighbours,yea 
Wailing and Lamentation. 

And were they not, and are they 
not to teach their Families and their 
Neighbours from the Word' of the 


F-- Lord, both in the. time of the /Law 


and 
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and Goſpel, to prevent wailing and 
Lamentation? Jer. 9. 

And ſes in Ezekiel. how he exhort- 
eth, and what the Lerd ſayes there g 
Iwill cauſe Lewaneſs to ceaſe ont of the 
Land,thit all Women may be taught not 
zo do after their Lewane(s. 

And then, as they are obedient to: 
this reaching,chey will thun the Judg- 
ments that came upon the Fews, 
which were compared to women, as 
1n Ezek, 24. 

And the Aſſemblies of the women 
did continue amongſt the Jews till 
they went into Tranſprefſion, as In 
2 Kings 23. 

And when Saul & David had made 
a great {laughter upon the Philsfines, 
the women came out of all the Ci- 
ties of 1fae/ (mark, out of all the 
Cities of 1ſreel; and ſurely this was 
a great Aſſembly of Women) fing-- 
ing and dancing, &c. with Joy and 
with Inſtruments of Muſick ; and 
the Women anſwered oRe another 

\*- 
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as they played,and (ung Praifes unto 
God. | 

And S/ the King was not angry 
with the women, but at David, be- 
caule they aicribed ſo much Konour 


_ tohim; for they were Partakers of 


the Salvation of the Lord, and of the 
Deliverance, as well as the men. 

And ſo they are Partakers in the 
Goſpel, of the Deliverance over the 
Devil, the grand Enemy of Man- 
kind, and are exhorted to praile'the 
Lord, and to make Melody in their 
Hearts to the Lord, for their Salva- 
tion and Deliverance by Chriſt in the 
time of the Goſpel, as well as the 
men; 1 $1. 18. | 

And in 2 Chroz. chap. 35. there 

feremiah lamented for Foſsah, and all 
the Singing-Men ' and Singing.Wo- 
men fpoke of Foftah in their Lamen- 
tation. | 

So here was not only Sing1ing-men 
but $1nging-women, which did not 
only ſing but lamegnt for this good 


Man Foſsuh, 4 And 


| >» C9) 

Ahd in the dayes of Ezr4, after 

the /Zews returaed 'trom their Capti- 
vity, when they returned ro their 
Land, there were Two Hundred 
Singing-Men and Siaging-Women, 
E213, 
_ And 1n Neh.g, where the Prieft 
ſtood up with Urim ard Thammiun,' 
that is, Light and Perfection, andthey 
had Two Hundred and Forty Ftve: 
Singing-men and Singing-Women. + 

So theſe were encouraged by the 
Priefts, according to David and Sole- 
#:0n's Order ; and theſe were beſides: 
the Aſſemblies of the V/omen, as. 
bout Works and Service 1n the Holy: 
things ; for theſe ſung Praiſes to. 
God, £ 
 Andin Zephan, 2, he faith, Sag 
oh Daughter of Sion, ſhout and rejoyres 
with all thy Heart, Je Davnghters of "ew 
ruſalem ; the Lord hath taken awayi 
thy Indgment, &'c. the Lord is in\ thes 
midſt 'of thee, thou (batt ſee Evil: wof. 
mores wy 43-12% ; | 1 
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"And in Zach. 2. heencourageth 
them to Sing and Rejoyce, oh Dangh- 
ters of Sion ; for, lo I come, and Iwill 
dwell in the midſt of thee, ſaith the 
Lord. TELE on.” F 
So here is great Cauſe for the 

Daughter of Sox to rejoyce; and 

who thall ſtop her Mouth ? 

' And in Zuke x. you may ſee, how 
the Angel of the Lord appeared un- 
to Mary the Mother of Jeſus, and 
what he faid to her, and whata No- | 

_ ble Virtuous Mind was in her, and* 
ſhe ſaid unto the Angel, Behaid, the 
MHanamaid of the Lord, be it unte me ac- 
coratng to thy Word; ſo her Belicf was 
beyand Zacharih's the Prieſt. 

And when Mary came unto Eliza- 
beth, what a Meeting and Salutation 
was'.there / and: how ſhe was filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and the Babe 
leaped in her Womb, and ſhe praiſed 

he. Lord God, and ealled her the 

"Mother of her Lord; but read from 
the goth ver, to the-57th, 1 
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how ſhe extols the Lord, and maga1- 
flies Chrift Jeſus ; for here was a Hea- 
venly Meeting of theſe two, which 
is chronicled to Ages. 

So you may ſce her Belief was a- 
bove Zachariah's the Prieft : So Ada- 
ry and Elizabeth were notable prea- 
chers of Chrift Jcſus, 

And you may lee in Luke 2.y.how 
Mary wrapped Chrift in Swadling- 
Clothes, and how tender ſhe was of 
the Heayenly Birth conceived by the 

* Holy Ghoft. 

And ſo muſt all true and tender 
Chriſtians that receive him in the 
Spirit; and how ſhe kept all the Say- 
ings that were ſpoken of Chrift and 
pondered them 1a her Heart.ver.16. 

And ſo ſhould every true Chrifti; 
an 

And there was one Hennah a Pro- 
pheteſs, which was Eighty Four 
Years old, which departed not from 
che Temple, but ſerved God with 
Fafting and Prayer Night and Day, 

D 3 and 
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and (he gave Thanks unto the Lord, 
and ſpoke of Chriſt unto all that loo- 
ked for Redemption in 1ſrae/, the 
ſpoke of Chriſt: Here was a notable 
old woman of Eighty Four Years of 
Age, a Preacher and a Declarer of 
Chriſt, | 

And you do not read that ever a- 
ny deſpiſed her, or ſaid, it was for- 
bidden for a woman to ſpeak in the 
Church, 

But this Woman is ſet forth for an 
Example to all young and old Wo-d 
men, of her Love to Chriſt her Savi- 
Our ; and not only ſo, but a Preach- 
er of him to all that looked for Re- 
demption 1n 77e, 

And the woman of Cazaap that 
came unto Jelus, and ſaid, Zora belp, 
brt he anſwered and ſaid, It © not mect 
to take the' Childrens Bread and caſt it 
unto the Dogs, and ſhe ſaid, Truth Lord, 
net theDogs,eat of the Crumbs which fall 

from the Maſter's Table : ThenFeſus 
su(ivered and ſaid unto her,Oh Woman | 
| | py great 
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great 6 thy Faith, be it unto thee even as 


thog wilt. 

' So you may ſee, by this woman's: 
Faith 10 Chriſt Jeſus, this woman's 
Daughter was made whole, which 
is an Exemple for all the Faithful to 
look unto Jeſus for Help, as you may 
ſee in Mar. 15, 

And Mary that took a pound of 
Ointment of Spikenard, very coftly,. 
and anointed the Feet of Jeſus, and 
wiped his Feet with her Hair, and 
and the whole Houſe was filled with 
the Odour of the Ointment : . but 
when Fad. ſaw it, he had Indigna-. 
tion ſaying, what profit & this Waſte ? 
why was not this Oyntment ſold for three. 
bode Pieces of Siborr & given to the 

poor, as you may ſee in Mat. 26. and. 
Mark 14. and John 12. Now this was 

Fudus,which carricd the Bag,and be- 

traied Chriſt, and many there are 
that carry the Bag now, that would 
not have their Wives nor the wo- 
D 3 
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men beſtow any thing upon Chriſt, 
nor his poor Followers. © 

| But Jeſus ſaid, Let her alone, why 
tremble you her ? ſhe hath wrought a good 
work on me for the poor ye have withyou 
alwayes, and whenſoever ye will, ye may 
do them good, but me ye have n0t always, 

e hath done what (he conld ; (he i come 
before-hand to an0ynt my Body ts my Bu- 
rok. 
 Perely, 1 fay wnto you, whereſoever 
th:5 Goſpel ſhall be preached throughout 
the world, thi alſ6 that ſhe hath done 
ſhall be ſpoken of, for a Memorial of 


er. 

So Chriſt did not forbid the Wq- 
man's praCtice, but encouraged her, 
and fo he doth ſtill them thar obey 
him. 

And the Woman that was twelve 
Years troubled with an Tflue of 
Blood, who had fpent all upon the 
Phyſicians, and grew worſe and 
worle; her Faith was ſo ſtrong, that 

| n fhe 
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ſhe believed.if ſhe could but touch the 
Hem of. his Garment, the ſhould be 
well. | ox. 
And affoon as ſhe had touched his 
Clothes virtue went from Chriſt 
and healed her ; and then the woman 
came. fearing and\trembling, and fell 
down before Chriſ; and told hinn all 
the Truth what ſhe had done $.44zd 
he ſaid unite her, Daughter, thy Faith 
hath made thee whole, go in Peace, Mark 


' Now. Chriſt who: is the Head:of 
the Church, kere ſuffered a woman 
to ſpeak before him, from whom: the 
had received the healing-Virtue,. -- 
And you may {ce when Chriftbwas, 
cructhed, how many. women were 
there, as Mary Magaalem, and\ fury: 
the Mother of 'Fames, - and” niny 
\ Others, which came up to /ernfwep, 
that were: about Feſus at the 'thme 
of his being crucified;asin Afart'ss, 
_ And Mary Magdalew and Adarythe: 
Mother of Fames which-came to:the 3 
D 4 Sepul- 
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Sepulchre, and. the Angel ſaid unto 
them, Be mot efraid, ye ſeok Tefvs of 
Nazareth which w.s crucified, he s not 
bere., he is riſen, behold the Place where 
they laid bim; , h 

But go your way, Fell his Diſciples and 
Peter, that he 'poeth before you into 
Galilee, there ſbal] you ſee him, as be 
ſaid unto yew, 

"For Jeſus appeared firſt unto A14- 
*x Magdalen; as 1n Mark 16. 

And 1n Tohz 20 it is ſaid, the two 
Angels ſaid unto Mary, woman, why 
weepeft thou, "and ſhe ſaid, becauſe they 
hewa'taken away my Lord, and Iknow 
not where they have laid him ; and when 
ſhe neal thus (aia;,fbe turned her (elf and 
ſaw leſin flaniins, and knew not that it 
was: Teſs, ec, | ; 

1; Butileſ'ns {aid unto her, 'Mary, and 
(be tarned her felf, and ſaid unts him. 
Rabbl;25 much :tto ſay, Maſter ; and 
Jeſu ſaid unto her, touch me not ; for 1 
An not. yet 4 ceded unto my F ather. but 
go wnio my Brethre»; 4nd ſay unto them, 

, | 7 
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Tafiend wnto my Father, and your Fa-. 


ther ; and to my God, and: your God, 
OP 

And Mary Magdalen came and role. 
the Diſciples, that te had ſeen the Lord, 
and that he had ſpoken tbe ſe things untg 
her. +448 

So here Mary Magdalen was a Mcl\- 
ſenger of Chriſt Jeſus, who did not. 
deſpiſe her ſpeaking before him who 
was the Head of the Church, nor 
. did not "refuſe ker to ſend her to 
preach hisReſurreQion to his Diſci- 
ples, though ſhe was a woman. 

And 1n Lee 24. its ſaid, It was 
Mary Magdalen, and Toanna, and Ma. 
7, the Mother of James, and other , 
women which were with them . 
which told the Apoitles, chat Chrift 
ws riſen; .and this was ſajd ufo 
them, Why ſeek ye the Living among. 
the Dead? he i mt here, he riſen: 
Remember that he [poke unto you, when 


he was yct is _ ſaying, The Son 
- of 
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of Ham maſt be delivered into the hands 
of ſnful men, &c. = 
And they remembred theſe words, 
and they returned from the Sepul- 
 chre, and told all theſe things unto 
the Eleven Diſciples, and all the 
reſt, &c. | 
 _ And mark, asT ſaid before, it wss 
Mary Magdalen, and hanna, and Ma- 
r7 the Mother of 1awmes, and other 
women that were with them, which 
told theſe things unto the Apoftles, 
and theſe words ſeemed unto them 
as idle Tales ,and they believed them - 
not. 
. Now mark their Meſſage, and to 
whom 1t was, and who they were 
that were the Meſſengers, the weak- 
er Veſleis, and to whom, to the A- 
poſtles ; and what they preached was 
what they remembred Chrift had 
ſpoken to them before, to wit, that 
Ehrift ſhould ſuffer,and riſe again. 
And Chriſt appeared again unto 
| two 
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two of the ALL and he talked 
with them, andi asked them, what 
Communication they has ? and they 
ſaid unto him, .Ar# thou 4 Stranger its 
Jeruſalem, 44d knoweſft not the things 
that have befallen,&c? and he ſaid 
unto them, what things? and they. 
ſaid unto him, Concerning Jeſus of 
Nazareth, that was 4 great Prophet, 
and miohty in Deed and in word before 
all the people, which the, Tews had cru- 
cified, but they truſted he ſhould have 
'. redeemed Hu f aud beſides all this, ta 
day is the third day fince theſe things 
were done. 

And certain women alſo (4 our Com- 
pany made us aſtoniſhed, which were at 
his Sepulchre, and when they found not 
his Body, they came, ſaying, That they 
h:a ſeenaViffn of Angels, which ſaid, 
that he was alive. © 

So here the women's Teftimon 
of the ReſurreQtion of Chriſt aftony- 
ſhed them. | 

And Jeſus ſaid unto them, O Fools, 

I SH 
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and ſlow of Heart to believe all that the 
Prophets have ſpoken | ouzht not Chri [t- 
ro have ſuffered theſe things, and to en- 
ter into his Glory, * 

Now here you may ſee it was A7a- 
7y and [vanna, and Mary the Mother 
of 1ames, and the other women that 
were with them, that declared the 
Reſurreftion of Chriſt unto the E- 
leven,which ſeemed but as idle Fales 
£0 the Apoſtles. 

And here was a joyful woman's- 

meeting indeed, of 
Mark, Here . Meſſengers and Prea- 
prong” chers of Chriſt's Re- 
= A. Head {urrection, which is 
ofthe Church. Tecorded to Poſterity 
| to their Renown, that 
all ſhould believe ; though their Meſ- 
Gge & Speech were as idle Talcs to 
che Diſciples, but they were owned 
by Chriſt the Head of the Church, 
as aforeſaid; though their preach- 
ing was {leighted by the Apoſiles, 
and counted as idles Tales, but they 
came 
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came to believe afterwards,as inLuke 
2 | 
FAnd the woman of Samaria, that 
Chrift Jeſus. convinced, and taught 
her how God was worſhipped, to 
wit, 1n Spirit and Truth, you may 
ſee what a large diſcourſe Chrift had 
© withher, as 1n oz 4. from the 7th 
to the 27th, and ſuffered her to ſpeak 
before the Head of the Church. 

And Chrift's Diſciples marvelled 
that he talked with a woman ; and 
the woman left her Pitcher of Wa- 
ter, and went away into the City of 
Samaria, and {aid unto the men of the 
City {mark, unto the Men] Come 
and ſee a man that hath told me all that 
ever 1did ; 1 not this the Chriſt? 

And many of the Samaritans belie- 
ved, becauſe of the Sayings of the 
woman, which teſtified, He fold me 

all thatever 1 aid, 

And when they heard Chriſt,they 
ſaid unto the woman,Now we belzeve, 
not becauſe of thy ſaying only,s but we 
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hive heard him our ſelves, and know, 
that he i indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour 
ef the World. | 

So here you may ſee there was a 
Woman-Preacher, that Chriſt (the 
Head of the Church) ſuffered; and 
through her means many were cone 


verted unto Chritt. 
And when they had crucified 


Chriſt Jeſus, there were many wo- 


men that beheld him afar off, which 
followed him from Galilee, mini- 
ring unto him, amongſt which 
were Mary Magaalen, and Mary the 
Mother of Fames, and Foes the Mo- 
ther of Zebeace's Children. 

And here you may lee, there was 
2 woman's-mecting with Chriſt in 
his Sufferings, which when he was 
riſen, many of them preached his 
Reſurre@ion, as you may lee in 
Matthew 27 &.28 chap. andthe 5, 6, 
7,8 Verſes, where you may read the 
meſſage Chrift gave to the woman, 
to declare to theAopltles as aforeſaid, 

NT which 
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which 1s enced and ſet ferth 
that others might believe their Meſ- 
{age. | 
, And when Chrift ſpoke in Re- 
proof to the Fews., he ſaid, 7 rel you 
of a Truth, many Widews were in Il- 
rael z» the dayes of Eliſha, &c. but to 
' none of them was Eliſha ſent, ſave to 
Zarephath « City of Sidon, unto a wo- 
147 that was aWiaow, Oc. 
And the Fews aroſe up, and thruſt 
Chriſt out of their City, being fil- 
* Ted with Wrath againſt him, for 
this Saying, and his Reproving of 
them. = 4 

And you may read at large the 
Acts, Doings and Sayings of this 
faichful woman in the 2d of Kings & 
Luke 4. | | 

And in Zzke 7, Chrift turned him 
to the woman, and ſaid unto Simen, 
; Seeſt thou this woman? Tentred into thy 
Houſe, but thos geveſt me no water for 
my Feet, but ſhe hath waſhed my 
Feet with Tears, and wiped ther _ 
Fre 
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the Hair of her Head : and thou gaveſt 
me no Kiſs ; but this woman, ſince the 
time I came into her Houſe, hath not 
ceaſed to Kiſs my Feet : FT, Head with 
Oyle thou aiaſt nit anoint ; out this wo- 
man hath anointed my Feet with Oynt- 
ment: wherefore I ſay unto thee, her 
Sins, which are many, are forgiven : 
for (he loved much ; but to whows little 
zs forgiven the ſame loved little. 

And they that fate at Meat with 
him began to ſay, ho is this that for- 
giveth Sins ? and he {aid unto the 
woman, Thy Faith hath ſaved thee, go 
#7 PeAce. 

So here you may ſce how Chriſt 
juſtified the woman's Actions above 
Simon, Whoſe Faith hath ſaved her, 
which 1s chronicled to her Renown, 
and the Honour of God. 

And in /atth, 28. there you may 
ſee this Mfary Mardaley, which was 
the Preacher of Chriſt, was ſhe out 
of whom Chriſt had caſt ſeven De- 
vils, and with her 19a the Wile, 

| - | Os. © 
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of Chuſa, Herod's Steward, and Su- 
ſana, which minitred unto Chriſt - 
of their Subſtance. 

Now, would not ſome Niggards. 
bz ready to (ay, Theſe Women. picket - 
their Husbands Pockets, and others 
with #44, who carry the Bag, may 
ſay, We muſt have bur One Purſe, 
and 1s not our Gift and Benevolence - 
ſufficient ? as in Matthew 28. Luke 
2 4 . 

"_ this Woman loved. Chriſt. 
And Chriſt ſaid, My mether and my 
brethren are theſe which hear the word 
of God and doit, Luke 8. 21. ER 
And Martha received Chriſt inte hey 
Houſe, and ſhe had s Siſter called Mary 
that ſate at Jeſus's Feet, and heard his 
word, but Martha was cumbred about 
much Serving, and Jeſus ſaid unto her, 
Martha, thou art caring audironbled. 
about many thinzs, but oxe thing s needs + 
ful, and Mary hath choſen that good 
thing, which ſhall wot be taken away © 
from her: Which is the Duty of eve- 
oO E ry. 
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' Ty. good man and woman todo, if 
' they will be kept our of the many 
| things. ; 

And you may fee how Mary talk- 
ed with Chrift, and Chriſt with her. 

So this 1s chronicled that all might 
chuſe the Good Part, and the One 
Thing, which cannot be taken away 
from them, and to be kept our of the 
many. things, that cumber, as you 
.. may ice 1n Zuke 10. I; 
_ Anddothnot Chrift ſay, The King- 
| domof Heaven u like unto'Leven,which 
« Woman took and hid in three Pecks of 
meal till all the Lunn wt levened? So 
"Miſt .not every. man and woman 
know this Leven in their /Hearts, if 
they will know- the Kingdom of 
Chriſt ? Late x3. YA 
 __ And the Parable of Chrift concer- 

ning the Woman that loſt her Piece 
of Silver, 'who lighted a Candle and 
ſwept.her own Houſe, and found it 
inher own Houſe, and when ſhe had 
found it, ſhe rejoyced, and told her- - 
Neighbours. And 
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And muſt not every woman ligh 
her own Caudlec at the Lightof 
Chriſt Jeſ$, and ſweep her own 
Houſe with the Power of God; be- 
fore the finds God's Treaſure? And 
| then for Joy that they have found it, ! 
goand declare it unto their Friends 
and Netghbours ? 
And do not all thoſe Women that 
have found this, preach Chriſt to ' 
their Friends and Neighbours, and 

call them together ? | 
For may they not be ſuffered after | 
they have loſt an outward Treaſure, 
and found it again, to call their 
Neighbours together to rejoyce with 
them, which they may find by ligh- 
ting an outward Candle? | 
Burt their Spirits being the Candle 
of the Lord, this muſt be lighted at 
at the Heavenly Ligfit and Fire, by + 
which their Everlaſting Treaſure is 
found ; and muft not they ſay then 
to their Neighbours and Friends, re- 
joyee with me, forT have found the. 
| E 3 Piece 
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| Picce which was loſt ? Likewiſe, 1 ſay 


#zto y0u, laith Chriſt, there « Foy 17 
the Preſence of the Anzefs of God, over 
. ore Sinner that repenteth, as you may 
{ lee 1n Lute 15, | 
Now here you may ſee all theſe 
renowned, faithful Women, were 
_ encouraged by Chriſt and his Fol- 
lowers:; and are recorded and ſet 
forth to encourage all rhat are faith - 
| ful to wait upon Chriſt, and to light 
{ their Candle atGod's Light and Fire, 
| that ſo they may [ſweep their Houſe 
and find their Treaſure, thar they 
may. declare their Joy of it totheir 
Friends and Neighbours. 

And alſo you may ſee Dorcas was 
full of Good Works,and Alms-deeds 
which the did ; And aff the Widows 
food by Peter weeping, ſhewing the 
Coats | and Garments which Dorcas 

»nade; whileft ſhe ws with them, to 
wit, the Widowsz mark, and waz 
got there a Womens-meeting then ? 
whileſt Dorecs was with them, . to 
_ | Wit, 
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wat, the Widows, and Dorcas Was 4 
Diſciple of Jeſus, Acts 9. 
_. And Pax{ onthe Sabbath went out 
of the City by a River Side, where 
Prayers were wont to be made, and 
ſpoke to the Women which reſorted. 
thicherz and was not there aWo- 
- mans-meeting alſo, which reſorted. 
thereto pray together ? 
And'there was 2 certain Woman 
named Ly4iz a Scller of Purple, cf 
the City of Thyatira,which worſhip- 
ped Gog,whoſe Heart theLord open- 
ed, that ſhe attended unro the things 
ſpoken by Pl, and ſhe beſought 
him to come to her Houle. if he judg-. 
ed her faithful to the Lord, and abide 
there, and ſhe conſtrained him and 
them that were with him, A:7s 16. 
 Soyou may fee the Faithfulneſs of 
this Woman, and the Practice of the 
other women befor: they were .cpn- 
verted. , Th : 
And Priſcills, which was a Nota- 
ble Faithful VVoman, whom Pas! 
E- 3 of. ' 
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often mentions with her Husband 4. 
 quills, and Philip's four Daughters, 


which were Propheteſles, which 


| were {ct forth to encourage othess. 


And you may ſee Phebe; whom the 


' Apoſtle Paw{ends his Epiſtle rothe 


Romans from Corinth by, and calls a 
Servant of the Church of Cemrria, 


| and he (aith, Greer Mary which be- 


owed much Lebour apon 1s, and Pri- 


- ſcilla aud Aq uilia my Fellow-Laboarers 


- So here you may ſee were women 


| Labourers and Helpers in the Goſ- 
f pel; and he farther ſaith, 7 commend 
 anto you our Siſter Phebe, why is a Ser- 
| wantunto the Church, &c, and faith, 

thet Priſcilla a»d Aquilla my Fellow- 


Helpers in Chrift Feſws, which for my 
Life have laid down their Necks, unto 


. whom not only 1 ive Thanis,but ſb all 


the Churches of the Gentiles. 

"So here you may lee in what E- 
ſteem was this man and woman,and 
Phebe, and other women for their 

Fairhfulneſs 
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Faithfulneſs to the Churches, as you \ 
may read 'Rom. 16, © 
And-the Apoſtle: Gaith, that! the 
Unbelieving Husband is fanfified by 
the Believing Wife, 8&c. elſe'their 
Childrea wereUnholy,but now they ' 
ars Clean; and the Unbelieving Wife | 
1s lanctified by the Believing Hus- | 
band : 7: Sc is aft qual Share i | 
che Belief, 1 Cori gy 12 + . 
And the Apoſtle faith, that Erery 
woman that prayeth. or propheiech with - 
her Head eovered, dearth mer he | 
Head, 
So Women may pray and bet «] 
fie hexe, according to Oxder, inthe 
Church, as well Att Men, 'r 7 
1x: Andytt the Jari&Apoitle in b 
14th chapter forbids a Woman) ito 1 
f odd in the Churctz:": 
So. there is Difference berwixh 
Praying ard Propheſying, and Sp845 3 
king in the Church; 'for Daughters ' 
and Handmaids may propheſie and 
declare their Viſions in he Chorehi. 
E 4 And 
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_ Andthe Apoltlc ſaith, Left the Wo- 
| man keep Silence in the Churchs and 
 ifthey will learnany thing, /ee them 
| ask their Husbard:s at home. ' ' © 
|, But when they have learnt of 
 .Chriſt their Husband at home; they 
| are not forbidden of Chriſt from 
$1 tro praying ; but. to lie. 
k hab ling and ,prating in the Church 
ſuch Speaking -in the Church is 2 
| Shame. |. 2153 1a 
} - Nowa' Widow hath noHusband 
| toiask but. Chriſt, nora Virgin, yet 
| ſhe may prephefie; and a Believing 
Woman that hath an Unbelievin 

Husband, ſo is $0 ſendtific him ; {0 
t The isnot to learn her Salvation of 
| him, bur of Chriſt, and- to: do his 
| work. 
| And the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, Ler 
| the men keep Silence in the Charch, if 
th ey ſpeak in an Unknown Tongue, and 
| there be wot an [nterpreter. 
. So here the n ea muſt keep'Szlence 
in the Church in this caſe, as well as 
the 


! 
: 
| 
| 
| 
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the women, 1 Cor. 11, and x Cor.1g. 


And the Apoſtle further faith, 1 
permit vt «Woman to ſpeak inthe 
"Church, but tobe under Obedience, 46 
alſo faith rhe Law, 

But though* the Law did not per- 
mit ' their ſpeaking in the TE 

yet it did A ark their propheſyin 
A the Church, in the time © + 4 
Law, #s well as jo the time of the 
Goſpel, as you may lee by thoſe Fa. 
mous Women before- mentioned, in 
the Old Teſtament, as well as inthe 
New. 
| And the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, 7be- 
ſeech thee, Euodias, «nd 1 beſeech 
Syntyche, that they may be of the fame 
mind in the Loyd, and 1intreat thee al- 
ſo, true Toke- Fellow, help thoſe women 
\ which liboured with me in the Goſpel, 
with Clement alſo, and with other my 
Fellow Labourers, whoſe Names are in 
the Brok of Life, 

So here the Apoſtle intreated his 
Yoke-Fellow to help thoſe Women 
which 
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which laboured Sh him in the Goſ-| 
pel, the Power of God z, ſotheſe-wo-' 
men were meet Helps with the Apo- 
Mle in the Labour of the Goſpel, the 
Toe of God, 'as you may (ee in 
Phil, 4. TT... 
ol And all that be of his Mind. in the 
Lord, will encourage cither women, 
or Widows, or Virgins that have re- 
cciyed the Goſpel, tolabour in it,and 
al} that have not the Mind of: the A. 
poſtle in the Lord, will diſcourage 
Womens labouring in the Goſpel, 
and'not entreat others to help them, 
but ſuch will give rhem Liberty to 
labour in the Power of Darkneſs, 
ant to Slothfulneſs, and Carelcſnels, 
which the Wois unto, and not the 
Bleffing, | 
' And again, the Apoſtle writes to 
Timithy, that the Women ſhowld adorn | 
Hhorfelves in modeſt Apparel ,, and 
Shamfacedgyeſs, and Sobriety, wot with 
broidered Hair, or Gold, oy Peayls, or 
coſtly Array, but which becomes women 


 profeſſing 
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profeſſimg Godline Fl with Godd Works; 
| and les yeur Women learn in Silence 
with all Subjei ion, Os. But I ſuffer pot 
4 Woman to teach nor to uſurp Authority . 
ever the Man, but leayn is Silente, &c, 
for the woman beins deceived, Was firſ 
in Tranſgreſſun, Oc. *  _.... 

Now -for a Woman. to preagh or. 
teach ſuch a Teaching as Ze taught 
Adam, ſuch a Sermon as the had from, 
the Serpent, that-drew her ſelf, and 
| 44«her Hasband.. from God's Teas 
\ ching; here, in this Teaching ſhe u- 
| ſurpt Authority aver the man, and. 
therefore God. ſet the man to rule 04 
ver. the woman, . but they were meet 
Helpsbefore while-they. were under 
God'sTeaching, _ M1} 

Now tquſurp Authority over.the 
man by ſuch Teaching, is out of the 
Unity, which Teaching is forbidden 
both -by Law and Goſpel, :nJ they 
are not fit to teach, if, they haye not 
learnt Subjection to the Spirit of 
| God, and know the Silencp of all 
_ 
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Fleth before the Look, and have not 
learnt to adorn themlelves with that 
which is modeſt, and the-Leflon of 
Sobriety, which becomes Godlineſs , 
21d with the Good Works.the Fruits 
of the Spirit. | 

And (uck Women as have learnt 
this Leſſon may teach and prophelie; 
for the Spirit 1s poured upon them to 
that End. Fes 1 

And the ſame Apoſtle ſaith,r Tim. 
5. that the Elder women ſhould be as 
Mothers, and a Mother is a Nurſer, 
and Teacher, and Inftuter of: her 
Children, and the Younger Women 46 
Sifters, with al Purity ; and Siſters in 
Chrift and Purity, all have but one 
Father ; and a Siſters in the Unity, 
1n the Spirit and 1n the Goſpe!, 
1Tim, 5. 

And if any Woman that believes have 
Widows, let them rel'eve them: $0 
here was the Womans Work to re- 
Jieve their Widows, &Cc. 

 Andagain, the Apoftle writes to 
| | Titws, 


(29 + 
Titws, and faith oo him, Speak thos 
the things which become ſound Doftrine, 
&c. The Aged women that they be of 
Good Behavionr, as becometh Holineſs. 
08 Falſe Accnſers, wot given tomuch 
Wine, Teachers of Good Things. 

Now here they muſt be qualified 
before they can be Teachers of thoſe 
Goed Things. | 

And that theſe aged women teach the 
Jounzer Women, tirſt, To be Sober y 
ſecondly, To love their Husbands';; 
thirdly,To love their Chilaren,fourth- 
d ly. Tole D ſcreet ;, fifthly, To be Cheſt 
and Keepers at Home, and Good, Obe- 
dient to their own Husbands, that the 
| VVordof God be wot blaſphemed, _ 

Now here the aged Womengnot 
a Woman, but the aged Women, 
were to teach the younger Women 
theſe things. 

And how could theſe Women be 
Teachers of all theſe virtues & good 
things, if theſe Mothers and hotly 
V/amen did not meet together and \ 

Con» 


tonyerlſe together of Holineſs and | 
'Virtue, as 1n 77, 2. 
_ And in 1 Pez. 3. he encourageth 
Wives & Women ; and if their Hus-. 
bands will not be wor by the word, 
they may without theWordbe won, 
by the Chaſt Converſation of the 
Wives; whileſt they tehold your Chaſft 
C onverſation, faith he, coupled with 
"Fear; and whoſe Adornivg, ſa1th he. /ez 
3t wor be that of the Outward, with pl 
i#2 of the hair,” or wearing Py Gold, 
putting 071 coſtly Apparel, but let it be - 
hidden man of the heart, in that which 
ue wot Ec rruptible, even the Ornament of 
4 meek and quiet Spirit, which i in the 
Sight of God of great Price. 

Wand this, he faith, was the Or- 
nament of the holy women in the 
old time, with whichthey adorned 
themſelves, who truſted in God, as 
Sarah, 8&c. whoſe Danghters ye are as 
long. a ye- doiwell,” and art not afraid 
with any Amezement, kf 
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And likewiſe the Believing Hus- 
band, .and the Believing Wife arc 
Heirs togerher. of the Grace and 
| Life. | 
| And therefore the Believing Wo- 
men being Heirs of Grace and Life, 
as well as the Men, they may impart 
of their;Life which they do inherit, 
as well as the men.; for an Heir of 
Life'is beyond an Heir of the Earth. 
And there is no Believing Husband . 
will hinder his Believing V Vie, be- 
ing heirs of Life, to adminiſter: ſome 
'of their temporal things to them 
that are 1n Neceflity ; he will not 
have all the Earth to himſelf, bur 
let her have the diſpofing of ſome of 
it, as well as himſelf, whileft they . 
do enjoy it; and miniftring of aut- 
ward things is the leaft Love: and 
women many times know the Con- 
dition more of poor Families, and 
widows, and ſuch as arc in diſtreſs 
more*then the men, becauſe they 
| are 
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are moſt converſant in their Families 
and abour ſuch. things. *_" 
| But there are many Idle Talkers, 
and Buſie-Bodics, that are our of che 
Senſe and Service of God, that will 
not do good themſelves, nor ſuffer 0- 
thers to do their Service of Love and 
Charity for the Lord in the Church. 
And Foba writes in hisSecond Epi- 
ſtle unto» the Ele? Lady 
Mark, Fob» and her Children, whom 
the Evange- 11,1 in the T; ruth, faith 
liſt fends his Ok es Yi ogg INE: 
Epiſtle to a © #7 not Tonly, but aiſs 
Woman, #11 theſe that have known } 
| the Truth, for the Truth's 


Sake which dwelleth inns, andſhall be 
in us foreviay, &c. 

F_ - ye)oyce greatly (ſayes he) that I 
heve found thy Children walking in the 
Truth. 

And further ſaith, 1 write no zew © 
Commanament unto thee but that which . 
we-bad from the beginninz, that we love 
one anther, | : And, 
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Ard fo he trufts ro come and ſee 
her, and ſpeak Face to Face unto her; 
the Children of thy Elett Sifter greet 
thee, Amen. 
So was not this an honourable 

woman, that had trained up her 
Children in the Truth, and was 
commended by Fohn? And he ad- 
moniſhed her- againft ſuch as” did 
tranſgreſs, and did not abide in the 
Doctrine of Chrift Jeſus, that they 
had not the Father nor the Son , but 
they that did abide in the Doctrine 
of Chriſt Jeſus, had both the Father 
and the Son. 

$o, ts not this an Encouragement 
to all faithful Women; to fee thar 
their Children do walk in theTrurh, 
and abide in the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
that they may have both the Father 
and the SonÞ? 

And farther, Solomon ſaith, A pra- 
Eloms woman attains Hononr, and a ver- 
tuons woman is a Crown to her Husb and, 
ana cuery wiſe woman buildeth her own 


F Houſe, 
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Hoxſe, Surely then.ſhe hath a work 
to do z he that harh ears let him hear. 
_ But the fo.liſh woman plucketh it down 
with her hands. | 

And there are too many of thoſe 
that are in the Tranſgreflion of the 
Spirit and Power of God, with which 
they muſt build. : 

But 4 woman that feareth God, ſhe 
ſhall be praiſed, give her of the Fruit of 
her hands, «xd let her works praiſe her 
in the Gates. 

And then ſurely ſhe hath a Work 
to do, that muſt praiſe her in God's 
Gate. 

She firetcheth forth her hands to the 
Poor, yea, ſhe reacheth fortb her hands 
ro the Needy, Prov. 31. 

And mult the net then have ſome- 
thing of the Outward todo it with- 
al? 
. She opens ber Mouth in. wiſdom, and 
in her Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs. 
She looks well to the Wayes of her Houſ- 
hold, and eateth wot the Bread of 1ale- 


neſs, 
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neſs. She is like the Merchant's Ship, 
ſhe bringeth her Food from fat ; ſhe v1- 
ſeth alſo whilff it is Night, and giveth 
Meat to her Heonfhold, and Portions tw. 
her Maidens ; ſhe confldereth a Field. 
buyeth it with the Fruit of her hands s 
ſhe planteth a Vineyard , jbe girdeth her 
Loyns with Hren:th, and ftrengthneth 
her Arms ; ſhe percetveth that her Mer 
chaniize is good ; her Candle goeth not 
oat by Nizht,&c. 

Aad here is an Example to all wo- 
men, 2 Pattern of Virtue and of 
Fruitfulneſs, and Faithfulneſs, and' 
Valour, and Practice in the Lord's 
Work ; and ſuch their Children will 
riſe up, and call her bleſſed. 

Many Daught>rs brve done vertuouſ- 
ly (ſfayes he) but this Woman excelleth 
them all, that is the Nurſe of them. 


And now, Friends, many other 
Examples1n the Scriptures might be 
ſhewed to encourage Women's-Mee- 
tings in the Service of God & Chrift, 

F 2 both 


 . 

both concerning their Faithful Tec. 
ftimony for the Lord and Chriſt, and 
their Encouragement by the Faithful 
ja the Old and New Teſtament, how 
that they had their Aſſemblies and 
their Meetings ; and now they being 
Heirs of Lite and of Grace, and of 
the Goſpel of - Chriſt, which-hath 
brought Life and Immortality to 
Light, that you ſee over him that 
has darkned you, and before he was. 

Therefore this Goſpel, the Power 
of God, which is the Everlaſtin 

Order, which is to keep you in Life 
" andin Immortality, that you may be 
meet Helps in the Power and Image 
of God to the Men, as Man and Wo- 
man was before they fell. 

_ So, to adwiniſter of the Heavenly 
and Temporal Refreſhments, to ſuc 
as want it, and to ſtand up for your 
Etberty in the Light, and Life, and 
Grace, and Gloriaus Goſpel, being 
Heirs of Life and Grace, and of the 
Goſpel of. Salvation, and of Chriſt 
Tefus,as well as the Men. So 


_— 
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So that all, Males and Females, are 
one in Chriſt Jeſus, whos the Firft 
and Laſt, and over all-from Everlaft- 
iag to Everlaſting. your everlaſting 
Joy, Peace and Happineſs. 

Andif there was no Scripture for 
our men & women's-meetings.Chriſt is 
ſufficient, who reſtores Man and Woz 
man up into the Image of God, to bd 
Helps meet in the Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs, as they were in before they 


fell: ſo He is our Rock and Founda- 


tion to build upon, - 


Mar ſhgrainge, this G. F. 
16th of the 960 Gt | 
Monecth, 1696. 
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WV 7" - hath ſet forth hey Mais 
| dens, ſne cryeth upon the bigh places 
ef the City, Whoſe # ſimple, let him turnin 
hither 5 as for him that wanteth Wnderſtavd» 
ing, ſhe ſaith to him, comes eat of my Bread, 
and drink of my Wine, which T have mingled; 
forſake the Fooliſh and live, aud grow in the 
Way of Underſtanding. | 
# Here 
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. . Here ye may ſee the Wiſdom of God 
ſends forth Maidens, though the Wiſdom | 
of the World will not receive them, that 
makes Miniſters by their wiſdom ; and ſuch 
as will not receive Wiſdom, will not receive 

her Maidens, Prov. g. verl. 12,3. 

" The Lord ſaith, I will pour out upon David 
and upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem the 
Spirit of Grate and of Compaſſion, andthey 
| ſhall look upon me whors they have piercedzand 
mourn, in that Day there ſhall be great. 
Aloxraing, the Houſe of David apart, and 
ther Wives apart ;, the Houſe of Nathan «- 
part, and their Wrves apart , the Houſe "of 
Levi apart, their Wives apart;the Family of 
Shimet apart, and their Wrves apart ;_ all the 
Families that remain,etery Fam ly apart ans 
their Wiwes apart, And this would be Mad- 
neſs to all them that are not in that Spirit ; 

" but here every one hath the Senſe of Chriſt, 

whom they have pierced in the Spirit,which 

& poured upon them, but the Hard-hearted 

15 nor ſenſible, Zach. 4. 14. -- 


C. F. 


(87) 


A th. =" 


To All the 


"Womens Meetings 
In the 


Reſtauration: 


Friends, 


EE Þ your Women's-Meet- 
K ings, you being Heirs of 
? the Goſpel and the Power 
of God, which the Devil is out of Y 
ſo take your Poſſeſſion of that which” 
you are Heirs of, and keep the Go-' 
ſpel Order ; and you being Heirs of 
Grand and of Life, and of Chriſt, 
the Increaſe of whoſe Government 
there'ts no End. 

Man and Woman wers Helps 
meet in the Image of God, a1d Righ- 
tecouſneſs, and Holineſs in the” Bo. 
F 4 DMNLON 
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minion before they fell : But after 
the Fall, in the Tranſgrefliog, the 
- man was to rule over his wife ; but 
in the Reſtoration by Chrift into the 
Image of God, and Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs again, 1n that they are 
helps meet,Man and Woman,as they 
were before the fall. Sarah obeyed 
Abraham,and called him Zord (Sarah, 
which ſignifies a Princef) Abrahang 
muſt obey the Voice of his. Wife $4. 
rah in caſting out the Bond-woman's 
Son ; ſo they were both Helps meer 
together; Dorcas was 2 Diſciple, 
which was a Woman ; ſo there were 
Women Diſciples as well as Men , 
and mind the women that accompa- 
nied-her : and women are to take 
up the Croſs daily,and follow Chriſt 
daily, as well as the men, and ſo to 
be taught of him their Prophet, and 
fed of him their Shepherd, and coun- 
ſelled by higa their Counſellor, and 
ſanctified and offered up by him their 
 Prieft, who offercd himlſclt tor all. 
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And there were Elder Women ard 
Aged Women inthe Truth, as well 
as Elder Men and Aged Men in the 
Truths; and theſe women are to be 
Teachers; of goog things ; ſo they 
have an Office as well as the mens 
for they have'a-Stewardſhip,and muſt 
e an Account of their Steward- 
ſhip to the Lord-as well as the men. 
Deborah, a Judge ; Miriam and Hul- 
aah,Propheteſſes ; old Henza/,r Pro- 
pheteſs arid a Preacher of Chriſt to 
all that looked for Redemption in Fe- 
r4 ſalerm s Mary Magaalep, the firſt 
Preacher of Chriſt's Reſurrection to 
the Diſciples;and the Diſciples could 
not believe her Meſſage and Teſtimo- 
ny, that ſhe had from Jeſus (as ſome 
now adayes cannot) but the preach't 
(who was ſent, and heard the Voice) 
ſo is every woman and man that ſees 
him riſen, and hath the Command 
and Meſſage. Daughters ſhall pro- 
pheſie as well as Sons ; ſo they are to. 
be obedient that have the Spirit ps 
| go 
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ed upon them, Women are to pro- 
phefic, and Prophecy is not to be. 
uenched ; - them that have the Te- 
" Fama of Jeſus, are commanded 
tokeepit, whether men or women. 
Priſcills and Aquille were-both exhor- 
ters and expounders or inftructers to 
| Apolbos, ſo inthe Church here were 
- women Inftructers.women Prophets 
and Daugliters Prophets in the. 
Church (for Philip had four) Virgirs 
Prophets, Women Diſciples in the 
Church, women elders in the church 
as well as men:{o women are to keep 
in the Government of Chrift, Obey- 
ers of Chriſt, and women to keep 
the comely Order cf the Goſpel as 
well as men, and to ſee thar all that 
have received Chriſt Jeſus that they 
walk 1n Chrift Jeſus, and to ſee thar 
all that have received the Goſpel do 
walk in the Goſpel, the Power of 
God, which they are Heirs of, for 
this is a Day for all to take Poſſeſſion 
of the Goſpel, and the Ocder of "an 
tnat 


b 
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that be Heirs of it, and to take Poſ- 


ſeſſion of Chriſt, that' be Heirs of 
him, and of his Government, the 


increaſe whereof there 15 no end *And 
as the Apoftle ſayes,7 permit not a wo- 


man to ſpeak in the Church, wor to uſurp 
Anthority over the man, as ſayes the 
Law ; for Eve wa firft in Tranſpreſfi- 
03,and ſo forth) Indeed ſuch teaching 
asEve taught her husband,who drew 
him from God's Command & God's 
Teaching, firſt going her ſelf from 
God's Teaching, to the Serpent's tea- 
ching, ſuch women's teaching is for- 
bidden both by Law and Goſpel, and 
ſuch uſurping of Authority , for that 


_ teaching was not from God,but from 


the Serpent, and ſuch women's ſpea. 
king as the Apoſtle and the Law for- 
bids, which 1s a ſhame, they ggout 
from the Husband's Teaching at 
home,Chriſt Jeſ1s , he and ſhe that 
hath an Ear to hear, let them hear, & 
allo hear the Husband at home; theg 
Jer the Elder Women teach and in- 
ſtruJ 
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Kruct; as they hear the Husband ar 
home, and Daughters and Virgins 
propheſie , for it is the Whore that 
13 gone from her hnsband's teaching,to 
the ſerpent's teaching, that has not gor 


_ doesnot abide in her houſe,that hates 


the Virgins, & killed the Prophets & 
Propheteſles,& not the true Church, 


.and the ſameApoſtle that forbad ſuch 


Women's ſpeaking or teaching,com- 
.mands the e/der women to be teachers of 
good things, and alſo ts be teachers of the 


' young omen; and alſo that Daughters, 


Virgins and Women to probheſie, this he 
encourages inthe Church : But wo- 
men to draw their Husbands from 
.God,his Truth and Image, into death 
and the earth, that is forbidden ; for 
ſuch ofurp authority, & axe Tranſgrel- 
ſors, and come into dearh, and brin 


their Husbands into it, if they obey 
#hemq,as Evedid, and go from God & 
Chriſt's teaching, their Husband, of 
whom they muft a]l learn of him at 
Home, who isHead of rhe Church, 

iN 
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in which there isW omen, Daughters, 
Virgins , Prophereſles, Inftrueters, 
Teachers, Diiciples, Elders,as well as 
men : ſo the Foundation of our Wo- 
men's-meeting 1s Chrift to all them 


that be Heirs of bim, and of his Go- _ 


vernmen: ,the increaſe whereof there is 
2s end, And the ground of our order 
of the women's:meeting is the goſpel 
the Power of God, before the Devil 


was, andall that be Heirs of the Go- 


ſpel, which hath brought Life and 
Immortality to light in them, which 
ſhines over him that hath darkened 
them, and before he was, I ſay, they 
are Heirs of the comely Order of the 
Goſpel; and therefore, I fay, take 
your poſſeſhon of it; and walk as be- 


comes the Goſpel,8 keep the comely 
Order of it, and 1n it keep your Mee- 


tings; and here 1s the Ground and 
Foundation of Women's-meetings. 
Now women of Families, that have 
the ordering of Children, Maids and 


 Servants,may do agreat deal of good 


199 
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in their Families ro the making (or 
ſpoiling) of their Children and Ser- 
rants; and many things women may 
do and ſpeak of amongſt women, 
which is not men's bulſtneſs : fo, as I 
{aid before, that you may, both men 
and women, be Helps met in the ]- 
mage of God.in the Righteouſneſs 8& 
Holineſs in the Reftoration as man 8& 
woman was in the Image of God be- 
fore they fell, and not only fo. bur in 
Chriſt che Foundation, and his Go(- 
pel,that never fell,nor never will fall 
whoſe Foundation ſtands ſure for all 
his Members & Heirs to build upon , 
and fo ſee that nothing be lacking a- 
mongft you, then all will be well, So 
no more but my Love. 


Worceſter-Goal,this G. F. 
2d of the 'uh | 
Moneth, 1673. 7 
EY Poſt{cripe, 
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Poll ſcript. 
A ND the Elder Women in the Truth 

were not only called Elders, but Mo+ 
thers; and likewiſe they were called 27+ 
thers in Iſracl:Now a Mother in the Church 
of Chriſt, and a Mother in //r4e/,is one that 
gives ſuck, and nouriſhes, and feeds, and 
drefſes, and waſhes, and rules, and is 
a Teacherin the Church, and in the 1/-ael 
of God, and an Admoniſher, and Inſtrufter, 
and Exhorter : So all that are come to that 
Office, Growth and Stature,be diligent ; for 
a Mother in Jſrael, or in the Church of 
Ct rift, is beyond all the Mothers in /Egype 
and in Soderr, and the Mother of Harlets, 
 Myftery Babylox, that brings forth Harlots, 
and feeds her Harlots in her Cage, which 
has power over the Torgues, Nations and 
People, with ber Cup of Fornication,which 
the Mothers in ſpiritual 1/7ac/ and Church of 
Chriſt have the Cup of Salvation & of Con- 
folation, and the Breaſts of Life, which are 
full of the Milk of the Word, to ſuckle all 


the young ones, and to nouriſh and m_ 
ad- 
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admoniſh, exhort,and rebuke all that is con- 
rrary;and to refreſh and cheriſh every tender 
Plant,and has the heavenly Flax; Wheel and 
Spindle, by which ſhe has the fine Linnen,to 
clothe the young ones, that with the Powes 
of God arc brought forth, So the elder wo- 
men,as Mothets, are to be Teachers of good 
things, and to be Teachers of the younger 
and Trainers up in Virtue,in Holineſs, Godlis 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, in Wiſdom and in the 
Fear of the Lord in the Church of Chriſt. 
Andifthe Unbelieving Husband is ſahtified 
by the Believing Wife,then who is the Speas 
ker, and who 1s the Hearer? Surely ſuch a 
Woman is permitted to ſpeak; and to work 
the Works of God, and to make a Member 
iwthe Church, and then as an Elder,to over- 
fee that he walk according to the Order of 
"the Goſpel. | 


So ne mere but my Love, 


G, F. 


